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church and the chiefs of the people, and summoned
them to forsake their blind ignorance and to return to
the Christian religion which they had before accepted.
For the sovereignty of their kings1 came to an end;
and under the perilous leadership of Theotbald and
Heden, whose disastrous and dangerous sway over
them rested rather on tyranny and devastation than
on loyalty, a great number of their counts were visited
with bodily death by the two tyrants, or captured and
carried off by the enemy, and were so greatly strait-
ened by evils of various sorts that the remaining rem-
nant of the people had submitted to the dominion of
the Saxons. And when the sovereignty of the religious
dukes ceased, there ceased also in the land attention to
Christianity and religion, and false brethren, seducing
the people, were brought in: who under the name of
religion introduced a large and perverse heretical sect.
Of whom are Torchtwine and Berehthere, Eanbercht
and Hunraed, whoremongers and adulterers,2 whom,
in the words of the apostle, God hath judged:3 who
stirred up a most vehement conflict against the man of
God; but, opposed and confuted by the words of
truth, they received a just judgment of recompense.

When the renewed splendor of faith had dawned
among the people, and the church was snatched from
the great snare of error; while the friends of the pro-
fane enemy and the abovementioned dangerous se-
ducers of the people were now banished: the saint

1  More properly dukes, as they are called in the following sentence.

2  Married clergy.                       3 Hebrews, xiii, 4.